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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as Indicated below. 

1 . (Previously Presented) An aqueous coating material comprising a product 
formed by mixing with one another 

(A1 ) at least one base color containing less than 5% by weight water that 
imparts at least one of color and effect comprising 
(a1 1 ) at least one binder, wherein the binder is optionally water-soluble or 
Wciler-dispersible, 

(a1 2) at least one pigment that provides at least one of color and effect, 
and 

(a1 3} at least one organic solvent, wherein the organic solvent is 

optionally water-miscible, 
and optionally, at least one of 
(a14) at least one crosslinking agent» 
(a 15) at leasl one auxiliary, and 
(a16) at least one additive; 
(A2) at least one aqueous color-imparting base color comprising 
(a21) at least one water-soluble or -dlsperslble binder, 
(a22) al least one color pigment, and 
(a23) water, 

and optionally, at least one of 

(a24) at loast one organic solvent, wherein the organic solvent is 

optionally water-miscible, 
(a25) at least one crosslinking agent, 
(a26) at least one auxiliary, and 
(a27) at least one additive; 

and 

(3) al least one aqueous, pigment-free mixing varnish comprising 
(b1) at least one water-soluble or ^disperslble binder, and 
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(b2) water, 

and optionnlly, at least one of 

(b3) at least one crosslinking agent, 

(b4) at least one auxiliary, and 

(b5) at least one additive; 

and optionally 
(C) <\ pigment-free aqueous medium comprising 

(c1 ) at least one rheology control additive; 
optionally^ with the proviso that at least one of the additives {a16), (a27), and 
(b5) further comprise at least ono rheology control additive (cl). 

(Previously Presented) A modular system for preparing aqueous coating 
materials comprising 

(I) at least one module containing less than 5% by weight water that provides 
at least ono of color and effect comprising 

(A1 ) at least one base color that imparts at least one of color and effect 
comprising 

(a1 1 ) at least one binder, wherein the binder is optionally water- 
soluble or water-dispersible, 

(a12) at least one pigment that imparts at least one of color and 
effect, and 

(a 13) at least one organic solvent, wherein the organic solvent is 

optionally water-miscible. 
and optionally, at least one of 
(a 14) at least one crosslinking agent, 
(a15) at least one auxiliary, and 
(a16) at least one additive; 
(11) at least one aqueous color module comprising 

(A2) at least one aqueous color-imparting base color comprising 
(a21 ) at least one water-soluble or -dispersible binder, 
(322) at least one color pigment, and 
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(£123) water, 
, and optionally, at least one of 
(a24) at least one organic solvent^ wherein the organic solvent is 

optionally water- miscible, 
(a25) at least one crosslinking agent, 
(a26) at least one auxiliary, and 
(a27) at least one additive; 

and 

(III) at least one aqueous, pigment-free mixing varnish module comprising 

(B) at least one pigment-free mixing varnish comprising 

(b1 ) at least one water-soluble or -dispersible binder, and 
(b2) water, 

and optionally, at least one of 
(b3) at least one crosslinking agent, 
(b4) at least one auxiliary, and 
(b5) at least one additive; 
and optionally, 

(IV) at least one pigment-free rheology module comprising 

(C) an aqueous medium comprising 

(c1 ) at least one rheology control additive; 
optionally, with the proviso that at least one of the additives (a16), (a27), and 
(b5) further compriso at least one rheology control additive (c1). 

3. (Previously Presented) A process for preparing an aqueous coating material 
with precisely defined shade and optical effect comprising mixing modules 
differing in material composition and function and stored separately from one 
anotfior. shortly before application of the coating material, wherein the modules 
comprise 

(I) at least one module containing less than 5% by weight water that provides 
at least one of color and effect comprising 
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(A l ) at least one base color containing less than 5% by weight water 
that imparls at least one of color and effect comprising 
(a 1 1 ) at least one binder, wherein the binder Is optionally water- 
soluble or water-dispersible, 
(a1 2) at least one pigment that imparts at least one of color and 
effect, and 

(a1 3) at least one organic solvent, wlierein the organic solvent is 

oplionally water- miscible, 
and optionally, at least one of 
(a14) at least one crosslinking agent. 
(a15) at least one auxiliary, and 
(a16) at least one additive; 

(II) at least one aqueous color module comprising 

(A2) at least one aqueous color-imparting base color comprising 
(a2l ) at least one water-soluble or -dispersible binder, 
(a22) at least one color pigment, and 
(a23) water, 

and optionally, at least one of 

(a24) at least one organic solvent, wherein the organic solvent is 

optionally water- miscible, 
(a25) at least one crosslinking agent. 
(a26) at least one auxiliary, and 
(a27) at least one additive; 

and 

(III) at least one pigment-free mixing varnish module comprising 

(B) at least one aqueous, pigment-free mixing varnish comprising 
(b1 ) at least one water-soluble or -dispersible binder, and 
(b2) water, 

and optionally, at least one of 

(b3) at least one crosslinking agent, 

(b4) at (east one auxiliary, and 
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(b5) at least one additive: 
and optionally 

(iV) at least one pigmenl-free rheology module comprising 
(C) an aqueous medium comprising 

(c1 ) at least one rheology control additive; 
optionally, with the proviso that at least one of the additives (a16), (a27), and 
(b5) furlhor comprise at least one rheology control addiUve (c1 ). 

(Previously Presented) The aqueous coating material of claim 1 . whereSn the 
base color (A1 ) imparls one of i) effect or ii) color and effect. 

(Previously Presented) The modular system of claim 2, wherein the modular 
system comprises one of 

1 . at least one color module (I) containing less than 5% by weight water, at 
least one aqueous color module (II). and at least one aqueous, pigment- 
free mixing varnish module (III), 

2. at least one color and effect module (1) containing less than 5% by weight 
water, at least one aqueous color module (II). and at least one aqueous, 
pigment-free mixing varnish module (111), or 

3, at least one effect module (1) containing less than 5% by weight water, at 
least one color module (I) containing less than 5% by weight water, at 
least one aqueous color module (II). and at least one aqueous, pigment- 
free mixing varnish module (111). 



(Previously Presented) The coating material of claim 1 , wherein the additive 
(bO) comprises at least one rheology control additive. 

(Previously Presented) The coating material of claim 1 further comprising the 
pigment-froo. aqueous medium (C). and wherein the rheology control additive 
(c1 ) is provided only in the pigment-free, aqueous mediuhi (C). 
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{s. ' (Previously Presented) The modular system of claim 2. wherein Ihe maMar 
system further comprises the at least one pigment-free rheology module (IVJ. 

9. (Previously Presented) The aqueous coating material of claim 1 , wheremthe 
binders (a11), (a21), and (b1) come from the same polymer class. 

1 0. (Previousily Presented) The aqueous coating material of claim 9, wher^n the 
L)inders (all), {a2l), and (b1) are polyurethane resins. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The aqueous coating material of claim 1 , wherein Ihe 
binders (a21)and (b1). and optionally the binder (a11), comprise functional 
groups that can be converted into anions by at least one of neutralizing agents 
and anionic groups. 

12. (Withdrawn) A method comprising applying the aqueous coating material of 
claim 1 to a substrate to provide one of an automotive OEM finish, an autoniotive 
rofinish, and a plastic coating. 

13. (Withdrawn) A method comprising applying the aqueous coating material of 
claim 1 to a substrate as a basecoat, and applying to the basecoat the aqueous 
coating material of claim 1 as a solid-color topcoat to provide one of an 
aulortiotivo OEM finish, an automotive refinish, and a plastic coating. 

14. (ProsenUy Amended) A coating 6efnpri&i*?§-a-eeatiRg-pf©ees& pr<>€lu«t 
ofprcpar ed by a process comprisma applying the aqueous coating material of 
clciim 1 to n su bstrate to provide an ap plied coating material and curing the 
qo olied c oat ino mater ia l to provide a coating , 

1 fi. (Previously Presented) The coating of claim 14, wherein the coaling 

comprises a multicoat coating system, wherein the multicoat coating system is 
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foniied by a wet-on-v/el technique, and wherein the multicoat coating systeRiis 
i3t k^ast ono of a color coating system and an effect coating system. 

(Canceled) 

1 y , (Proviously Presented) The modular system of claim 2, wherein the base 
color {A1) imparts one of i) effect or i\) color and effect. 

1 a. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 3, wherein the base color (A1) 
imparls one of i) effect or ii) color and effect 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 3, wherein the mixing modules 
comprise one of 

1 . at least one color module (I) containing less than 5% by weight water, at 
loast one aqueous color module (II), and at least one aqueous, pigment- 
free mixing varnish module (III), 

2. at least one color and effect module (I) containing less than 5% by weight 
water, at least one aqueous color module (11). and at least one aqueous, 
pigment-free mixing varnish module (III), and 

3. at least one effect module (I) containing less than 5% by weight water, at 
least one color module (I) containing less than 5% by weight water, at 
loast one aqueous color module (11), and at least one aqueous, pigment- 
free mixing varnish module (III). 

20- (Previously Presented) The modular system of claim 2, wherein the additive 
(b5) comprises at least one rheology control additive. 

21 . (Previously Presented) The process of claim 3, wherein the additive (b5) 
comprises at least one rheology control additive. 
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22. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 3, wherein the aqueous coaling 
nialerial further comprises the at least on© pigment-free rheology module (IV). 

23. (Previously Presented) The modular system of claim 2, wherein the binders 
(a1 1 ), (a21 ), and (b1 ) come from the same polymer class. 

7A. (Previously Presented) The modular system of claim 23, wherein the bitiders 
(a11), (a21)< and (b1) are polyurethane resins. 

2Ci. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 3, wherein the binders (all), 
(a21), and (b1) come from the same polymer class. 

26. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 25. wherein the binders (all). 
(a2l), and (b1 ) are polyurethane resins. 

27. (Previously Presented) The modular system of claim 2, wherein the binders 
(a21) and (b1), and optionally the binder (a1 1), comprise functional groups that 
can be oonvorled into anions by at least on© of neutralizing agents and anionic 
groups. 

23. (Previously Presented) The process of claim 3, wherein the binders (a21 ) 

and (b1), and optionally the binder (a1 1 ), comprise functional groups that can be 
converted into anions by at least one of neutralizing agents and anionic groups. 



20. (Withdrawn) A method comprising applying the modular system of claim 2 to a 
substrate to provide one of an automotive OEIVI finish, an automoUve refinish, 
and a plastic coating. 

30. (Withdrawn) The process of claim 3 further comprising applying the aqueous 
coating material to a substrate to provide one of an automotive OEM finish, an 
automotive refinish. and a plastic coating. 



Page 9 of 17 



rage » oi I / 1 (i£ CA 

PAGEiaM'RCVDATailWWMSPMIP^ 



FEB-13-2005 FRi 04:10 PM CANTOR COLBURN LLP 



FAX m 1 248 524 2700 f. 13 

IN-5530/BClJ4@47 



31 . (Wilhrirawn) A melhod comprising applying the modular system of claim 2aoa 
substrate as a basecoat, and applying to the basecoat the modular system ftf 
claim 2 as a solid-color topcoat to provide one of an automotive OEM finisfn,an 
automotive refinish, and a plastic coating. 

3?,. (Withdrawn) Tho process of claim 3 further comprising applying the aqueous 
coaling material to a substrate as a basecoat, and applying to the basecoatttie 
aqueous coating material as a solid-color topcoat to provide one of an 
automotive OEM finish, an automotive refinish, and a plastic coating. 

3v3, (Presently Amended) A coating Gonipffsif^-a-coatw§iM=©Gess pra^ 

ofgnmpfising t he result of applying the modular system of claim 2 to a substrate 
it> proyi^g-gQ-gPPl'Q^ coating and curing the applied coating to provide a coating , 

34. (Canceled) The coating produced by the process of claim 32, 

35. (GcJncclod) 

36. (Previously Presented) The coaling of claim 33, wherein the coating 
compiiscs a multicoat coating system, wherein the multicoat coating system is 
formed by a wet-on*wet technique, and wherein the multicoat coating system is 
at least one of a color coating system and an effect coating system. 

37. (Canceled) 
SB. (Canceled) 

39, (Previously Presented) The coating of claim 34, wherein the coating 

comprises a multicoat coating system, wherein the multicoat coaling system is 
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formed by a v/et-otvwel technique, and wherein the multicoat coating systemiis 
at least one of a color coating system and an effect coaling system. 

40. (Canceled) 

41. (Canceled) 
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